PPCMA Questions to PPOA Board on Chemical Spraying
05-14-07

Dear PPOA Board of Directors:

Most of you read our weekly updates, and probably know by now that PPCMA raised a number of questions to you pertaining to the aerial spraying of chemicals within Pecan Plantation. This is a very serious matter in our opinion, and we have not received any reply from you as of yet. In the interest of there being no misunderstanding, PPCMA is formally posing these questions, along with a few additional ones, to you for response as our elected representatives and quasi governmental decision makers. Please note the question list has expanded since last week.

Please be aware that many PPCMA members have contacted us with concerns regarding chemical spraying in the orchard and PPOA owned common areas. Therefore, we intend to copy PPCMA members on this formal set of questions and will publish your response (or lack thereof) to the questions below so that property owners will have more information.

We do appreciate your apparent closer inspection of the LENMO II Agreement and the subsequent delay of the spraying to provide the required 48 hour notice.

Here are the questions for you.

1. Why is PPOA the distributing entity of the Material Data Sheets? PPOA is NOT the party doing the aerial spraying. Isn't it the Developer's responsibility to make these sheets available to the members?

2. Is the Developer or its' employees, contractors or agents also spraying (ground or aerial) ANY PPOA property? If so, under what agreement? At what cost to PPOA?

3. Does PPOA have any sort of "harvesting arrangement" with the Developer? If so, what are the details? Have alternative bids been obtained?

4. What is the value of the pecans harvested from PPOA property? Where do those received funds from the PPOA property 's harvest go?

5. Would the PPOA harvest value be any less to the association if spraying (ground or aerial) were not conducted? If so, does the membership feel the additional value achieved by spraying warrant the use of these chemicals and their associated risks?

6. Why has PPOA chosen to place the association in a potential position of "comparative liability" by using chemicals itself, as opposed to letting the Developer be the only party that uses such chemicals?

7. When was the BOD first advised of this aerial spraying? Why were the members not initially provided 48 hour notice of the spraying in the May 10th "web blast"?

8. Has the Board done everything possible under the LENMO II Agreement to ensure the Developer has no other alternative than aerial spraying?  Ground based spraying was in progress before your initial notice was put out, why can't ground based spraying be used in place of the aerial spraying, as stipulated in LENMO II? The ground based spraying has far less drift of chemicals onto adjacent property, and while perhaps more costly, is certainly felt to be the safer approach from a chemical drift standpoint in populated areas such as Pecan Plantation.

9. Two of the chemicals being used are considered Class 1 hazardous to vertebrates.  Also, three of the chemicals said NOT to spray over open water.  As you know, there are numerous drainage and runoff situations with water flowing out of the orchard during high rains, through many resident lots and ultimately into the Brazos River. How many ponds are within the Orchard area, in addition to the Brazos River and any outdoor pools near the sprayed area?  How much of a buffer area for safety is being used?

10. What safety precautions have been taken regarding spray plane operations at low altitude in close proximity to the PPOA owned and managed airport?

11. In past years, notification signs were used (we believe by the Developer) when spraying was occurring. Not all PPOA residents have e mail. Why were signs not posted this time, in addition to using all PPOA communication venues available? With the new lit signs at the circles now available, why were they not also used to notify residents?

As you know this is a matter of great concern to many people that live on this peninsula. PPCMA looks forward to your timely response.
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