March 2008
Subject: Fall Creek Community Petition Against Proposed Saltwater Disposal Operations through Underground Injection by WEC, Inc. in the Fall Creek Area
To Whom It May Concern:

Whereas we the undersigned are residents of Hood County, Texas, and live along the Highway 167 corridor, hereby referred to as the Fall Creek Community, which includes the gated developments known as DeCordova Bend Estates and Pecan Plantation;

AND

Whereas Highway 167, which directly serves approximately 10,000 local area residents in the Fall Creek Community is considered an official Evacuation Route under existing Federal and local  Emergency Response Plans which address such emergencies as a required evacuation arising from the nearby Comanche Peak nuclear power plant. Furthermore, Highway 167, designed decades ago for a much smaller community with no oilfield operations envisioned,  is now woefully inadequate for even the existing traffic, as evidenced by numerous recent serious accidents which include multiple fatalities. Incidents of trucks traveling at high speeds along the curved portions of Highway 167 are commonplace, with many residents complaining of being forced off the road to avoid collisions. 

AND

Whereas WEC, Inc., hereafter referred to as “WEC”, has filed both a W-1 Drilling Permit and a W-14 Disposal Permit , known as Permit #12263, with the Texas Railroad Commission (TRRC), for the purpose of “Disposing of Non- Hazardous Oil and Gas Waste by Injection into a Porous Formation not Productive of Oil and Gas”, on a 6.38 acre lease known as “Acton SWD”, located near Matlock Road and Highway 167, known as the Fall Creek Highway, near Acton, Texas, in Hood County. The TRRC, on February 28th, 2008, requested that material inaccuracies in the reporting of the disposal well location shown on the W-1 and W-14 be corrected. It is fully anticipated that WEC will provide the TRRC with corrections in the very near future, thus enabling the TRRC to make a decision on permit approval;

AND

Whereas WEC disposal operations, hereafter referred to as “Disposal Operations” will dramatically increase the amount of large oilfield tanker trucks operating in excess of standard weight limits on Highway 167 and some county roads such as Matlock and Massey Road, and if allowed will dramatically compound an already serious and potentially deadly situation;

We the undersigned residents of the Fall Creek Community do hereby protest the Disposal Operations now proposed by WEC. By form of this Petition we do hereby request that all involved Federal, State and Local governmental agencies and entities that may have jurisdiction in both this specific matter and any associated public safety concerns involving Highway 167, including but not limited to the Texas Railroad Commission, the Texas Department of Transportation, the Texas Department of Public Safety, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the Upper Trinity Groundwater Conservation District, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, the Hood County Commissioners Court, the Hood County Sheriff’s Department and State legislators, take whatever steps are legally possible to prevent or at least limit any additional detriment to public safety along Highway 167 as a result of the Disposal Operations. Such actions could include outright denial of the TRRC Permits, enforcement of traffic laws and weight limits, the establishment of dedicated law enforcement to focus on Highway 167, new legislative efforts, etc. 
While we, as a concerned group of Fall Creek area citizens, do not have in hand a definitive solution to this complex problem, it is our intent to clearly communicate to all involved parties that we formally request all possible steps be taken to remedy the issues created by the proposed Disposal Operations.
Respectfully submitted,
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